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1. This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. 
3. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. 1 [ (sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of. 



sheets, as follows: 



□ 
□ 



sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
and/or sheets containing rectifications authorized by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
beyond the disclosure in the international application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. I and the 
Supplemental Box. 

(sent to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carriers)) 

, containing a sequence listing and/or tables related thereto, in computer 

readable form only, as indicated in the Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the 
Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 





Box No. I 
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Box No. II 
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Box No. in 
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Box No. IV 
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Box No. VI 
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Box No. VII 
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Box No. Vm 



Basis of the report • 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I | international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23 . 1 (b)) 

I | publication of the international application (under Rule 1 2.4) 

[ | international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report): 

^\ The international application as originally filed/furnished 
| | the description: 

pages , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 

pages* received by this Authority on 



| | the claims: 

pages , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages* received by this Authority on 



pages* received by this Authority on 

| | the drawings: 

pages . , as originally filed/furnished 

pages* received by this Authority on 



pages* received by this Authority on 



| | a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. Q The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
I — I 

| | the description, pages 

I | the claims, Nos. 



I | the drawings, sheets/figs 

| | the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4. [J This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I | the description, pages 

I | the claims, Nos. 

| | the drawings, sheets/figs 



I | the sequence listing (specify): 

| | any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded " 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-3, 5-7 



1-7 



1-7 



Citations and explanations 



Document 1 : 



Document 2 : 



US 6308168 Bl (Knowledge Discovery One, 

* 

Inc.), 23 October 2001, column 2, lines 22 
to 58; column 5, lines 10 to 24; column 6, 
lines 5 to 29; column 13, lines 13 to 22; 
column 14, line 40 to column 15, line 3; and 
fig. 1, 2 and 14 

Michael ABBEY et al . , translation by SE 
Henshubu, "ORACLE Database Beginners Guide," 
1st edition, Kabushiki Kaisha Shoeisha, 
1996, pages 26 to 27 



Claims 1 to 3 and .5 to 7 

Document 1 discloses a technique which enables a 
user to configure the presentation of information that is 
stored in a computer database system (corresponding to the 
data input means) , and further indicates that the data 
presentation module (201) is operated by means of metadata 
(135) (corresponding to the metadata) that is obtained via 
a metadata API (221) . Therein, document 1 also discloses a 
technique for controlling the input of data from the data 
warehouse (129) and the output of data to Microsoft's 
Excel software program (217) by modifying the metadata 
(i.e. changing the metadata) without modifying the 
software in order to control the panel within the data 



Form PCIYIPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 
PCT/JP 03/14646 



presentation module. Furthermore, the configuration in 
question corresponds to the "data input means" and the 
"data output means" set forth in the claims of the present 
application. In addition, document 1 also discloses a 
technique that enables a user to configure the format of a 
report by editing the columns in a window (813) , and said 
configuration corresponds to configuring the "work 
processing means" in the inventions set forth in the 
claims of the present application. 

Moreover, it would have been obvious to a person 
skilled in the art of the technical field in question to 
configure the computer database system disclosed in 
document 1 from a well-known batch processing device. 

Such being the case, the inventions set forth in 
.claims 1 to 3 and 5 to 7 are not novel in as much as said 
inventions constitute a portion of the invention that is 
disclosed in document 1. 

Claim 4 

Document 2 discloses products that are capable of 

» 

defining a process flow or the like, and thus it would 

, r 

have been obvious to a person skilled in the art of the 
technical field in question to define the process flows of 
the invention disclosed in document 1 in the manner that 
is disclosed in document 2 . 
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m2M%2 2?t7!7SP»&5 8fi\ S|5ffl!£l OffTb^mMm 2 4fi\ 
6«5fr7!fMll«2 9fi\ S$l 3«|Jgl 3fi75MI*I«&2 2=fi\ 
14if4 O^T75M^l 5«&3fi\ Figure 1, Figure 2, Figure 14 



Xtik 2 : Michael ABBEY, 0-1 S E MKttR, ORACLEf-^^t^ 

x*m k, miKs, w#,m±mm±, 1996, PP . 26 - 27 
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